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¡BIENVENIDOS! WELCOME!  
 
Everybody at AFS INTERCULTURA bids you a warm welcome! We are pleased 
to host you during our Intercultural Summer Camp and are looking forward to  
getting to know you. Soon we will be able to talk with you about your 
expectations, hopes and fears regarding your stay in our country, and we hope 
to provide you with information and suggestions that will be useful to help you 
have an interesting, enrich ing and rewarding experience.  
 
This program fosters the development of personal, linguistic and intercultural 
skills.   
 
We will focus on the following:  
 

- Spanish language competence  
- Intercultural competence  
- Confidence building activities  
- Personal growth  
- Team building activities  
- Cultural awareness  
- Sport  

 
Also several discussion groups will be proposed during these days where your 
opinion is important. Topics may be: freedom, career, religion, materialism, 
alcohol abuse, respect and independence.  
 
The effor t in participating in those activities together with your fellows from 
other countries is what will make your experience special and unique. If you are 
ready to show concern for other people, to be open to new ideas and different 
customs, to be tolerant, e ager to learn, look, listen and make yourself 
understood, then you are halfway there.  
 
Still, many things will be different and new. One month is a short time but if 
you are patient and understanding you will gain a lot. Please ask when you 
have any doubts . This booklet is a first introduction to our country and gives 
some helpful hints about how to deal with various matters. Read it very 
carefully and do not stop here! Find other sources of information, investigate. 
The more you get to know about our cultu re, the more you'll enjoy it.  
 
Everybody in AFS INTERCULTURA will be ready to help you whenever you 
need advice or guidance.  

 
 

Make the experience a memory!  
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INTRODUCTION TO SPAIN  
 
A. GEOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE  
Spain has an area of 504,70 5 square kilometers. Its territories include around 
five sixths of the Iberian Peninsula (Península Ibérica), the Balearic Islands (Islas 
Baleares) in the Mediterranean Sea (Mar Mediterráneo), the Canary Islands 
(Islas Canarias) in the Atlantic ocean (Océa no Atlántico) and two provinces 
(Ceuta and Melilla) on the northern coast of Africa.    
 
The Iberian Peninsula, due to its situation between two continents and two 
seas, has been the crossroad for various influences, physical as well as human; 
for this rea son it has been compared to a miniature continent. This explains the 
contrasts in its land (high mountain areas, an immense central plateau over 
200,000 square meters), forests and steppes, abrupt coasts and gentle coasts; 
in its climate (humid in the Nort h, continental in the Center, Mediterranean in 
the South and East) and its population -differen t races, cultures and languages . 
Since prehistoric times, the influence from Europe on the one hand and Africa 
on the other, together with the contacts through t he sea has  given Spain a 
"special" character.   
 
B. HISTORY  

Located between two continents and with a relatively easy 
access from the Mediterranean, Spain has been invaded 
and inhabited by an assortment of peoples through its  
history. The Greeks and Phoenicians settled in the Eastern 
and Southern coasts and the Carthagians in the Southeast. 
The Romans arrived in the 3rd century B.C. and were 

capable of conquering almost the whole Peninsula, also achieving a deep 
romanization i n every sense (language, culture, architecture, and politics...). 
After the fall of the Roman Empire, the Germanic peoples -Suevian, Vandals 
and Alans - occupied the Peninsula, and the Visigoths established a reign 
which would last from the 5th to the 7th c entury. At the beginning of the 7th 
century the Arabs invaded the Peninsula and they stayed until 1492, when 
Isabel and Fernando (Catholics Kings) expelled them. Eight centuries of 
Arabic colonization, together with the roman colonization, left a deep and 
permanent mark on the Spanish population.  
 
In the twentieth century Spain knew three political systems: a monarchy, two 
republics, and a dictatorship. The second republic finished in 1936 with the 
outbreak of the civil war that ended in 1939 with the defea t of the 
constitutional republican government and the victory of the insurgent 
military government (led by General Franco). So, Spaniards lived a 
dictatorship from 1939 until 1975 (when the dictator General Franco died). 
The transitional period into Democr acy was from 1975 to 1978. In 1978, 
another Constitution was written, approved and sanctioned by the people in 
a referendum. 1978 is considered to be the beginning of our return to 
Democracy and the return to the Parliamentary Monarchy. The king is Rey 
Juan Carlos I (who received succession thanks to the agreement reached 
between his father Don Juan de Borbón (the entitled one to be the King in 
the succ ession line) and General Franco . 



 

 Connecting Lives, Shar ing Cultures  

 

PROGRAM  
 

C. YOUR PROGRAM IN MÁLAGA  
 

 
 
 
 

8.30 h  Good Morning!  

9:00h  Bre akfast  

9:30h  
Morning Activities: Language 

Class 

14 :15h Lunch  

16:00 h Beach / Activities  

18:00h  Sport / Intercultural Activities  

21:00h  Dinner  

22:00h  
Evening Activities, night 

games, free time  

23:59h  Good Night!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D. VISITS 
 
In addition to daily  Spanish lessons from Monday to Friday, listed below are 
some of the visits in Málag a City offered during your stay ß 
 
 

- Picasso Museum  
- Walking Tour around the City  
- Visit to the Cathedral  
- Fort and Castle of Gibralfaro  
- Contemporary Art Museum  
- Historical En glish Graveyard  
- Nature Walks  
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E. DAY TRIPS EXAMPLES (on Saturdays or Sundays):  
 

We also organised some day trips for youßa great chance to have a deeper 
insight into our cultureß 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

GRANADA  
 èAlhambraé and Gardens of Generalife 

 
 
Excursion to Granada visiting the world famous èAlhambra è. Once the 
residence of the Muslim rulers of Granada and their court, the Alhambra is 
now one of Spain's major tourist attractions exhibiting the country's most 
famous Islamic architecture, together with Christian 16th c entury and later 
interventions in buildings and gardens that marked its image as it can be 
seen today.  
 
The Palace and Gardens of Generalife  was the summer palace and country 
estate of the Nasrid sultans of Granada. The palace and gardens were built 
during  the reign of Muhammad III (1302 -1309) and redecorated shortly after 
by Abu I -Walid Isma'il (1313 -1324). The complex consists of the Patio de la 
Acequia  (Court of the Water Channel or Water -Garden Courtyard), which 
has a long pool framed by flowerbeds, fou ntains, colonnades and pavilions, 
and the Jardín de la Sultana  (Sultana's Garden or Courtyard of the Cypress). 
The former is thought to best preserve the style of the medieval garden in 
Al -Andalus. Originally the palace was linked to the Alhambra by a cove red 
walkway across the ravine that now divides them. The Generalife is one of 
the oldest surviving Moorish gardens.

 
The present -day gardens were started 

in 1931 and completed by Francisco Prieto Moreno in 1951. The walkways are 
paved in traditional Granadi an style with a mosaic of pebbles: white ones 
from the River Darro and black ones from the River Genil.  
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